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Calvin College
Plaster Creek Stewards

Gail Gunst Heffner, Ph.D.
RCE Grand Rapids



Hydrologic Units map
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Watersheds are topographical and hydrological units that
Integrate the landscape into nested sets of drainages.
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Background statistics: '
* Length: approx. 14 miles

Plaster Creek
Watershed

Grand Rapids, Michigan

- Watershed area: 58 mi2

« Governmental units: 9 (4
municipalities & 5 fown-

4O cavincolese ships)

Proposed sites for major restoration
(funds sought elsewhere)

Dominant land uses

o« >172churches & 100 schools

. Lower-income residential; industrial
. Commercial
. Remnant natural areas

Agriculture

‘ Residential

« >50% of Calvin faculty/ staff

Cartographer: Seth Kenbeek
Image prepared by Nathan Haan
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Plaster Creek Stewargs
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‘ A collaboration of Calvin College, churches,
R Schools, and community partners working to
restore health and beauty to the Plaster
Creek Watershed.




W

Education and Qutreach builds
awareness and concern




Research leads to a
etter understanding
of how best to help




Social
Research

» Oral History Project:
Remembering and

recording stories about
the creek ....

» Documenting oral histories E S
becomes a way to engage [ .

people in watershed o '
protection




Restoration
implements
healthier
watershed
B practices







Qutcomes 1o date

» Educated more than 1500 people (from ages 3-85)

» Completed 60 educational presentations to school groups,
churches, and community organizations

> Volunteers clocked 3,600 hours at various education/action
events

» Completed more than 12 on-the-ground major restoration
projects

» Received 4 major grants totaling more than $1.6 million for
watershed restoration




Hopeful Vision

Find us on the web :
www.calvin. edu/go/plastercree §t§wars
OR
Follow us on Facebook under Plaster Creek Stewards




